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him that Venizelos' resignation at this critical time might
be disastrous for Greece, but that he might well negotiate
with Rumania, Germany could not endanger her own
policy of preserving peace in Europe, as she might do if she
should guarantee Greek boundaries and become involved in
Balkan complications. But she would welcome joyfully a
Greek orientation toward the Triple Alliance, and the ques-
tion might be advantageously taken up after the close of
the present crisis.189
Meanwhile, to encourage Greece in her new attitude,
Germany decided it was imperative to support the Greek
claims to Kavala, even though Austria insisted on taking
the opposite line of championing the Bulgarian claims. In
the ensuing lively conflict between the Wilhelmstrasse and
the Ballplatz, the Berlin authorities pointed out that they
could not afford to abandon the Greek claims and run the
risk of losing the prospect of Greece joining the Triple Alli-
ance. They feared that otherwise Greece would fall back
into the wake of the Triple Entente. Berchtold rejoined
that he too, having promised Kavala to Bulgaria, could not
stultify himself by reversing his attitude and run the risk
of losing the prospect of Bulgarian adherence to the Triple
Alliance. He feared that if he did so Franco-Russian in-
trigues would triumph at Sofia, Berlin also pointed out
very properly that the Greek offers had come first, were
more dependable and had at once been loyally communi-
cated by Germany to her two allies, while the Bulgarian
offers had come afterwards, were very uncertain in
view of King Ferdinand's treacherous character, and
moreover had been disloyally concealed from Germany by
Berchtold.190
As to French policy, according to M. Poincare, who
cites the highly selective and relatively meager French
Yellow Book on the Balkan Wars, "The preoccupation o£
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